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Our mission is to promote the wise stewardship of our 
natural resources through cooperative partnerships, 
educational programs and technical assistance in land 
and water management.

As we all navigate the new conditions we live in 
during this global pandemic, operations at the 
Warren County SWCD will continue, though in 
different forms. 

To stay current on developments and changes 
in our office, and updates on programs and 
services please subscribe to our Enews blast and 
newsletter on our website.  Also visit us on social 
media!

www.warrenswcd.com

www.facebook.com/WarrenCountySWCD
www.twitter.com/WCSWCD
www.instagram.com/wcswcd
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Rain Barrel Art Auction
UPDATES
The Coronavirus (COVID19) Pandemic 
has significantly changed the timeline 
of the 2020 Rain Barrel Art Project.  
Please see the updated timeline 
below.

Jun. 26 to Jun. 28 - Rain Barrel 
Dropoff @ The Cincinnati Zoo

 Jul. 1 - Jul. 28 - Rain Barrels 
Displayed @ The Cincinnati Zoo

Jul. 18 - Rain Barrel Art Online 
Auction

Jul. 28 - Twilight Tuesday Event, 
Auction Finale, and Artist 
Reception 

Visit SaveLocalWaters.org for 
more information

For more information about upcoming 
events or important dates, please visit our 
website or sign up for our email newsletter 
on the homepage. 

WarrenSWCD.com

2020 started out with Warren County SWCD seeking input from residents 
and partners about their natural resource concerns and interests through our 
Community Engagement Survey.  When asked what conservation topics people 
were interested in learning more about, the majority of respondants named native 
plants as a strong area of importance.  This year the month of April has even been 
designated by the state of Ohio as our official Native Plant Month, reflecting this 
importance.  

Ohio’s native plants provide many wonderful benefits  to pollinators, Ohio’s 
economy, and the health of Ohio’s ecosystems.  A healthy and diverse ecosystem 
is important for clean air and water, soil stability and provides critical food 
and shelter for wildlife.  This helps to protect our local ecosystems for future 
generations to enjoy.  Other benefits include cost and time saving due to lower 
maintenance requirements like needing far less watering, fertilizers or pesticides 
as these plants are adapted to Ohio climate and ecology.  Native plants also control 
erosion and filter storm water and are great for rain gardens.  We encourage 
Warren County residents to plant native wherever possible.  Whether adding a few 
native plants to your landscape or substituting them in for exotic species, there 
are many benefits to going native! The interest in native gardening is increasing, 
so check with your local nursery to determine what is available and which plants 
are best suited to your landscape needs.  Warren County SWCD staff can also help 
answer questions and help you plan native gardens. Visit our website at www.
warrenswcd.com for more resources and information.

Warren County is rich with wonderful native plants so grab an identification guide 
and keep an eye out!

April 2020 - First Ohio Native Plant Month

Contact us about Cover Crop
 Flyovers!



WELCOME MITCH             AND EMILIE!
New Urban Technician     New District Technician

Pollinator Garden under Solar Array, Armco Park Muddy Creek, Mason, OH

2 32020 SUMMER INTERNS
Meet Sidney, Josie, Emma, & Abbey!

Warren County SWCD is excited to add some new 
technicians to our team to help us serve Warren 
County’s natural resource needs!

 Mitch Otto resides in Oxford, OH with his girlfriend 
and two-year old son. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Geography as well as a master’s degree in Environmental 
Science focused in Applied Ecology and Conservation, 
both from Miami University located in Oxford, OH. 
Mitch was recently hired by Warren SWCD as an Urban 
Technician. Mitch has previously worked for Huron 
County SWCD as their Drainage/GIS Technician and 
recently moved back to Oxford, OH from Susanville, 
CA where he served as the Susan River Watermaster. 
His hobbies include fishing, hunting and other outdoor 
activities, upon which rely on environmental health, 
making him a great fit to the Warren SWCD team. Mitch 
hopes to have a long-lasting and rewarding career with 
the county and expects to have a positive impact on the 
areas precious natural resources.

SUMMER CONTESTS   Hottest Day, Coloring, and Biggest Tree Contests
Check out our summer contests and enter to win a prize!
All contest complete rules and submission guidelines can 
be found at https://www.warrenswcd.com/2020-contests
All contests can be entered electronically this year!

Coloring Contest: This year’s contest will focus on 2020’s 
vision for the future of improving watersheds. There are 
three age categories. All coloring contest entries must be 
received or postmarked by Friday, July 31, 2020.  Winners 
will receive a special prize!

Biggest Tree Contest: Sassafras
Do you have the largest Sassafras tree on your property? 
We are in search of this year’s Warren County Biggest 
Tree Contest winner! To enter, measure the 
circumference of your tree at four feet up from the base 
and make a rough estimate of the tree’s height. Submit 
your tree’s measurements by July 31, 2020!

Hottest Day: Can you guess what will be the hottest day 
between July 26 and August 14? Submit your entry of 
date and temperature by July 25! 

Emilie Fisher may be familiar to some of you.  Many 
of you may have worked with Emilie as an intern with 
the District and we are very proud to now have her 
as an employee.  Upon joining the District full time, 
Emilie says, “I am excited to take on my new role as a 
District Technician for the Warren County Soil & Water 
Conservation District. I am a recent graduate of Denison 
University where I double-majored in Communication 
and Environmental Studies. I was also a four-year 
member of the Varsity Softball team. After the previous 
three years as an intern for the district, I am excited to 
begin working with the local watersheds and the people 
that live in them across the county. It is my hope to 
maintain and further promote positive use of our natural 
resources. As a life-long Warren County resident, I look 
forward to working with the staff of WCSWCD, residents 
and all stakeholders throughout the county.”

Welcome aboard Mitch and Emilie!

This summer we are excited to have four wonderful interns joining the District.  Sidney, Josie, Emma, and Abbey will 
be assisting with technical projects this summer as they learn different components of careers in the natural resource 
field. Sidney is a senior at Ohio State University majoring in environmental sciences and this is her second summer 
interning ith Warren County SWCD.  Sidney says, “I am so excited to be returning. I have learned so much about 
the field I am going into and I can’t wait to learn more from the amazing employees there. I am so grateful for this 
opportunity and can’t wait to help out with everything! “  Josie says of her upcoming internship: “Throughout my 
life I have had the amazing opportunity to travel across the United States, exploring much of what our great Earth 
has to offer. I developed a profound love for the environment and decided to pursue environmental geology as a 
result. I am passionate about this field because it fuels my knowledge of the Earth and how to protect it from forces 
trying to encroach on its natural beauty and processes.”  Emma shares that “I am just now finishing my first year 
at the University of Cincinnati as an environmental engineering student. In my career I would like to work towards 
improving sustainability and environmental conservation through environmental and chemical engineering practices. 
I believe that some of the most important work in the world right now is protecting our home and its natural 
resources.”  Abbey says “I will be a sophomore at the University of Dayton this fall. I chose to major in environmental 
biology because I am passionate about sustainability and the natural world. Learning about human impact on the 
environment has driven me to go into conservation. I am very excited to learn as much as possible during my time 
with the Warren County Soil and Water Conservation internship program.”  We are looking forward to a great 
summer!

 Joselyn Mitchell  Abbey RaisonEmma Filipkowski Sidney Thomson



WELCOME MITCH             AND EMILIE!
New Urban Technician     New District Technician

Pollinator Garden under Solar Array, Armco Park Muddy Creek, Mason, OH

2 32020 SUMMER INTERNS
Meet Sidney, Josie, Emma, & Abbey!

Warren County SWCD is excited to add some new 
technicians to our team to help us serve Warren 
County’s natural resource needs!

 Mitch Otto resides in Oxford, OH with his girlfriend 
and two-year old son. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Geography as well as a master’s degree in Environmental 
Science focused in Applied Ecology and Conservation, 
both from Miami University located in Oxford, OH. 
Mitch was recently hired by Warren SWCD as an Urban 
Technician. Mitch has previously worked for Huron 
County SWCD as their Drainage/GIS Technician and 
recently moved back to Oxford, OH from Susanville, 
CA where he served as the Susan River Watermaster. 
His hobbies include fishing, hunting and other outdoor 
activities, upon which rely on environmental health, 
making him a great fit to the Warren SWCD team. Mitch 
hopes to have a long-lasting and rewarding career with 
the county and expects to have a positive impact on the 
areas precious natural resources.

SUMMER CONTESTS   Hottest Day, Coloring, and Biggest Tree Contests
Check out our summer contests and enter to win a prize!
All contest complete rules and submission guidelines can 
be found at https://www.warrenswcd.com/2020-contests
All contests can be entered electronically this year!

Coloring Contest: This year’s contest will focus on 2020’s 
vision for the future of improving watersheds. There are 
three age categories. All coloring contest entries must be 
received or postmarked by Friday, July 31, 2020.  Winners 
will receive a special prize!

Biggest Tree Contest: Sassafras
Do you have the largest Sassafras tree on your property? 
We are in search of this year’s Warren County Biggest 
Tree Contest winner! To enter, measure the 
circumference of your tree at four feet up from the base 
and make a rough estimate of the tree’s height. Submit 
your tree’s measurements by July 31, 2020!

Hottest Day: Can you guess what will be the hottest day 
between July 26 and August 14? Submit your entry of 
date and temperature by July 25! 

Emilie Fisher may be familiar to some of you.  Many 
of you may have worked with Emilie as an intern with 
the District and we are very proud to now have her 
as an employee.  Upon joining the District full time, 
Emilie says, “I am excited to take on my new role as a 
District Technician for the Warren County Soil & Water 
Conservation District. I am a recent graduate of Denison 
University where I double-majored in Communication 
and Environmental Studies. I was also a four-year 
member of the Varsity Softball team. After the previous 
three years as an intern for the district, I am excited to 
begin working with the local watersheds and the people 
that live in them across the county. It is my hope to 
maintain and further promote positive use of our natural 
resources. As a life-long Warren County resident, I look 
forward to working with the staff of WCSWCD, residents 
and all stakeholders throughout the county.”

Welcome aboard Mitch and Emilie!

This summer we are excited to have four wonderful interns joining the District.  Sidney, Josie, Emma, and Abbey will 
be assisting with technical projects this summer as they learn different components of careers in the natural resource 
field. Sidney is a senior at Ohio State University majoring in environmental sciences and this is her second summer 
interning ith Warren County SWCD.  Sidney says, “I am so excited to be returning. I have learned so much about 
the field I am going into and I can’t wait to learn more from the amazing employees there. I am so grateful for this 
opportunity and can’t wait to help out with everything! “  Josie says of her upcoming internship: “Throughout my 
life I have had the amazing opportunity to travel across the United States, exploring much of what our great Earth 
has to offer. I developed a profound love for the environment and decided to pursue environmental geology as a 
result. I am passionate about this field because it fuels my knowledge of the Earth and how to protect it from forces 
trying to encroach on its natural beauty and processes.”  Emma shares that “I am just now finishing my first year 
at the University of Cincinnati as an environmental engineering student. In my career I would like to work towards 
improving sustainability and environmental conservation through environmental and chemical engineering practices. 
I believe that some of the most important work in the world right now is protecting our home and its natural 
resources.”  Abbey says “I will be a sophomore at the University of Dayton this fall. I chose to major in environmental 
biology because I am passionate about sustainability and the natural world. Learning about human impact on the 
environment has driven me to go into conservation. I am very excited to learn as much as possible during my time 
with the Warren County Soil and Water Conservation internship program.”  We are looking forward to a great 
summer!

 Joselyn Mitchell  Abbey RaisonEmma Filipkowski Sidney Thomson



NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CINCINNATI, OHIO
PERMIT NO. 4403

320 E. Silver St.
Lebanon, OH 45036

USDA/SWCD are Equal 
Opportunity Providers and 
Employers.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Bruce Goodwin
Dan Koopmans
Roy Miller
Samantha Steiner
John Tkatschenko

ASSOCIATE SUPERVISORS
Marian Chace
Mark Steiner

DISTRICT STAFF
Sam Ciaramitaro
Molly Conley
Emilie Fisher
Cindy Meyer
Don Norman
Mitch Otto
Melissa Proffitt
Dylan Schmurr
Dawn Stiles
Beth Wilson

NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE
Layne Garringer
John Lafferty
Beth Lessick

Our mission is to promote the wise stewardship of our 
natural resources through cooperative partnerships, 
educational programs and technical assistance in land 
and water management.

As we all navigate the new conditions we live in 
during this global pandemic, operations at the 
Warren County SWCD will continue, though in 
different forms. 

To stay current on developments and changes 
in our office, and updates on programs and 
services please subscribe to our Enews blast and 
newsletter on our website.  Also visit us on social 
media!

www.warrenswcd.com

www.facebook.com/WarrenCountySWCD
www.twitter.com/WCSWCD
www.instagram.com/wcswcd

COVID-19 UPDATES

OHIO’S PLENTIFUL NATIVE PLANTS
Planting for Posterity

Volume 76
Issue  2 

The Warren 
Report

Inside This Issue

Welcome Mitch- page 2

Welcome Emilie- page 2

2020 Summer Interns - page 3

Summer Contests - page 3

Rain Barrel Art Auction
UPDATES
The Coronavirus (COVID19) Pandemic 
has significantly changed the timeline 
of the 2020 Rain Barrel Art Project.  
Please see the updated timeline 
below.

Jun. 26 to Jun. 28 - Rain Barrel 
Dropoff @ The Cincinnati Zoo

 Jul. 1 - Jul. 28 - Rain Barrels 
Displayed @ The Cincinnati Zoo

Jul. 18 - Rain Barrel Art Online 
Auction

Jul. 28 - Twilight Tuesday Event, 
Auction Finale, and Artist 
Reception 

Visit SaveLocalWaters.org for 
more information

For more information about upcoming 
events or important dates, please visit our 
website or sign up for our email newsletter 
on the homepage. 

WarrenSWCD.com

2020 started out with Warren County SWCD seeking input from residents 
and partners about their natural resource concerns and interests through our 
Community Engagement Survey.  When asked what conservation topics people 
were interested in learning more about, the majority of respondants named native 
plants as a strong area of importance.  This year the month of April has even been 
designated by the state of Ohio as our official Native Plant Month, reflecting this 
importance.  

Ohio’s native plants provide many wonderful benefits  to pollinators, Ohio’s 
economy, and the health of Ohio’s ecosystems.  A healthy and diverse ecosystem 
is important for clean air and water, soil stability and provides critical food 
and shelter for wildlife.  This helps to protect our local ecosystems for future 
generations to enjoy.  Other benefits include cost and time saving due to lower 
maintenance requirements like needing far less watering, fertilizers or pesticides 
as these plants are adapted to Ohio climate and ecology.  Native plants also control 
erosion and filter storm water and are great for rain gardens.  We encourage 
Warren County residents to plant native wherever possible.  Whether adding a few 
native plants to your landscape or substituting them in for exotic species, there 
are many benefits to going native! The interest in native gardening is increasing, 
so check with your local nursery to determine what is available and which plants 
are best suited to your landscape needs.  Warren County SWCD staff can also help 
answer questions and help you plan native gardens. Visit our website at www.
warrenswcd.com for more resources and information.

Warren County is rich with wonderful native plants so grab an identification guide 
and keep an eye out!

April 2020 - First Ohio Native Plant Month

Contact us about Cover Crop
 Flyovers!




