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Thank you Silver Sponsor of our 75th Annual Meeting!
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Our mission is to promote the wise stewardship of our 
natural resources through cooperative partnerships, 
educational programs and technical assistance in land 
and water management.

Stay up to date on all the conservation news by 
following WCSWCD on social media! Stay tuned 
for photo contests in 2020!

We have lots of fun pictures, news and events! 
share!!!
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Tree Sale Dates
 
March 12 - Order Deadline

April 2 and 3 - Tree Pickup

Upcoming Ag Chats

January 10

February 14

March 13

For more information about 
upcoming events or important 
dates, please visit our website or 
sign up for our email newsletter 
on the homepage. 

WarrenSWCD.com

As we have celebrated our 75th year of service this year, the Warren County 
SWCD also has our gaze turned to the next 75 years and beyond!  The District is 
an independent political subdivision of state government organized along county 
boundaries providing technical assistance to urban and rural land users. An elected 
board of local citizens provides SWCD leadership through three-year terms.  The 
supervisors are responsible for developing both the Annual Plan of Work and the 
Long-Range Plan.  They also provide the  general oversight of operations and budget.  
Warren County SWCD currently employs 8 staff members who work hard every day 
to address the natural resource concerns in Warren County.  
 
Warren County SWCD has 4 goals derived from our mission statement:
1. Protect the Soil Resource Base
2. Protect Water Quality
3. Advance Conservation Education
4. Conduct Administration Conscientiously

Generally, we work to protect the WATER and SOIL of Warren County! And as we 
begin work on planning our conservation strategies over the next several years, we 
need support and feedback from YOU!  

With the help of this community input, partnership collaboration and Warren County 
Commissioner support, the board supervisors will form the 2020 Long-Range Plan.  
The results of this survey will serve as a foundation for plan development.  We ask 
you to take a few moments, to answer these 2020 Community Engagement Survey
questions. 

Warren County

Soil & Water
Conservation District

Warren County

Soil & Water
Conservation District

Participate in our Community Engagement Survey
https://www.warrenswcd.com/2020-community-engagement-survey.html

75th Annual Meeting, August 2019



Stream Encounter at Harmon Park, July 2019

2 3ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION RECAP 
1944 Fun and Entertainment!

The 75th Annual Meeting and Celebration of the Warren County Soil 
and Water Conservation District was held on Wednesday, August 
21, 2019 at the Warren County Fairgrounds in Lebanon, Ohio. The 
nominees for the available supervisor positions were Dan Koopmans 
and Ed Porginski. Voting was held from 5:00 to 6:30 pm. 

Our Chairman, Roy Miller, welcomed members to the 75th Annual 
Meeting, calling the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and gave a brief 
history of the District before introducing  guest Liz Cline, Area IV 
Program Specialist with the Ohio Department of Agriculture, District 
staff and supervisors. During the program, the Board Supervisors and 
staff recognized the individuals that made outstanding contributions 
to District conservation activities this year:
Conservation Educator: Anne Schipper, Kings High School
Hottest Day: Stella Cornelius, 92 F on August 5th 

Biggest Tree - Sweetgum: Mike & Carol Monnin; height 110 ft
Coloring Contests: Luis, age 4; Leo, age 9; Ankita, age 10.
Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp Award: Mitchell Stacey, 
Little Miami HS
Thomas C Spellmire Conservation Leader Scholarships: Emma 
Miller (Lebanon HS) and Savannah Honigford (Little Miami HS)
Cooperator of the Year: Schoellman Farm

Liz Cline announced the results of the election with Dan Koopmans 
being elected to serve a three year term to commence January 1, 
2020. The 1940s entertainment for the evening was provided by 
an astouding performance from Up in the Air Juggling, as well as 
carnival games, a live snake “charmer”, and more! The evening 
concluded with door prize drawings.

Thank you again to our Annual Meeting Sponsors 
and Donors!

HPA Development Group Inc., SiteWorx, LLC., Welsh Development 
Company, Inc., The Drees Company, and McGill Smith Punshon 
Inc.

Golden Turtle Chocolate Factory, Morgan’s Canoe, Ohio Renaissance 
Festival, Brimstone Haunted Hayride, Berns Garden Center, Warren 
County Historical Society, River’s Edge Canoe Livery and Outfitters, 
The Secret Garden, Grandma’s Gardens, The Countryside YMCA, 
Mike’s Carwash, Kroger, McHenry Equipment Co, Lebanon Feed 
Store, Adrenaline Entertainment Centers, Doc’s Place, Wildflower 
Cafe, Waynesville Music, Graeter’s, Cobblestone, Loveland Canoe 
& Kayak, Stone House, Tri-State Brandz, Dalton Hardwood, and Fort 
Ancient. A special thank you to Rent-A-Center for media support!

In Memoriam...     This year we lost a very special member of our community.  Thank you for sharing your support for  the  
     family of Vince Uetrecht. His spirit continues to inspire us.

2020 ANNUAL TREE/SHRUB SALE     AVAILABLE SPECIES
American Beech
Blue Spruce
Nannyberry
Ninebark
Norway Spruce
Ohio Buckeye
White Pine
Winterberry
Arrowwood Viburnum
Bald Cypress
Blackwillow
Bur Oak
Butternut White Walnut
Buttonbush
Common Lilac
Eastern Redbud
Elderberry

Hazelnut
Northern Red Oak
PawPaw
PeeGee Hydrangea
Persimmon
Sassafras
Shadblow Serviceberry
Shagbark Hickory
Silky Dogwood
Spice Bush
Swamp White Oak
Sycamore American Planetree
Tulip Poplar
White Dogwood
Willow Oak
Witchhazel

DIRECTOR NOTES
Planning the Future of the District- Onward and Upward!

I remember sitting in my high school guidance councilor’s office while she was looking over my paperwork.  I 
hadn’t thought too much about the future as I was really quite content in the high school life I was living.  My 
councilor said, “Looks like you are really good at math and science.  Have you ever thought about engineering?”  
I’m sure there was more to it than that, but whatever was said it started me on a path that led to the University 
of Dayton.  Four short years and quite a few long nights later, I received a degree in Civil Engineering with a focus 
in hydrology.  I promptly went on to work as a civil engineer;  designing subdivisions, commercial sites, roadways, 
parks and military installations. However as I was knee deep in design, a car accident forced a pause.  

I guess I’ve never been really great about looking ahead as I seem to consume myself with the present, but God 
has a way of always showing me the way.  I realized that I wanted to do something a little different with my work, 
something more, but wasn’t sure what it was.  Instead of trying to figure out what I wanted to do, I decided to 
focus on where I wanted to work.  Once I shifted to that mindset, the answer became pretty apparent after a 
little research.  I found this interesting place called Warren Co Soil and Water Conservation District.  As I read 
the website about what they do, I became more and more excited with each item that I read.  Conservation 
~ Stormwater ~ Agriculture ~ Education ~ yes please!  I could see how my existing skill set would be put to a 
different use and my future seemed to flash before my eyes!  I reached out to the Director Jeff Thomas and we 
talked about what I could do for the district.  Turns out, the district was in a bit of a transition and I might fit in 
just right.  Before I knew it, I was signing on as the Natural Resource Engineer, working on the Urban Program at 
Warren Co SWCD.   

In the 8 years that followed, I went from part time, to reduced full time, to 40 hours a week as the urban program grew and grew.  Regulations updated, 
regulators became more focused, municipalities blossomed and there was more work than ever.   I buckled down and was focused on improving that 
program the best I could until once again, I was pushed to look ahead.  The position of director opened up at Warren Co in April of this year.  This time, 
it only took me a couple of weeks and some long conversations with the current director, my program specialist, my family and myself to realize that I 
was ready for this.  I knew I should go for the job when I became excited about the future, engaged in where the district was going and ready to lead the 
charge.  Change is always a little scary, but it’s those types of feelings that lead you in the right direction if you listen.  Now, there is no looking back.  As the 
Director of Warren Co SWCD, my eyes are focused on the future.  I have an amazing and engaged staff behind me and a supportive and impressive Board of 
Supervisors lighting the way.  The future is exciting!  

What does the future hold for Warren Co SWCD?  As proven in the last state budget, Governor Mike DeWine believes in SWCDs as Ohio’s trusted source to 
improve the natural resources of our great state – particularly the water quality.  Gov. DeWine has listened to the people and learned from the northern 
areas of our State and the Lake Erie basin that serious water quality issues are difficult to remediate.  To best address these concerns he is setting the stage 
for a more proactive approach moving into the future by creating a collaborative approach to solving water quality issues across the entire  state  through 
H2Ohio:  a water quality initiative set in motion to target long term solutions to ensure clean and safe water throughout Ohio.  Gov. DeWine has increased 
funding and support for SWCDs to spearhead this initiative and Warren Co SWCD is ready!  We are looking in our urban programs, agricultural initiatives, 
education outreaches for every single opportunity to improve the natural resources of Warren County.  We are dreaming up new partnerships and seeking 
out collaborative opportunities to work together with all the professionals in our field to achieve success.  We are investigating all the lakes, streams, rivers, 
agricultural land for improvement projects where we can make a positive impact on our natural resources.  So, where is Warren SWCD going…onward and 
upward with excitement, focused minds and working partners to protect the natural resources of Warren County!   

Time to start thinking about what trees you would like to purchase through our 
Annual Tree Sale! The annual tree seedling program is an effort between Warren 
and Butler County SWCDs to increase soil conservation and reforestation in our 
region. With over 30 different trees and shrubs to pick from there is a variety 
of options for multiple landscapes.  Orders will be placed online again this year, 
beginning in mid-December and continuing through March 12, 2020.  Tree pickup 
in Warren County will be April 2 and 3. Please call us with any questions or if you 
need help with the online process.  With assistance from personnel from the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry, the selection of trees we 
offer are locally beneficial choices. Knowing this, homeowners are encouraged to 
further research tree descriptions to determine best suitability for your individual 
property. We also want to remind you that we sell very young tree seedlings. 
These seedlings have an average height of approximately 18“ at time of purchase, 
depending on species.  Due to age/size of trees, we include high counts of seedlings 
in each pack to increase survival rates on plantings.  
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