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Join us for an amazing 75th Anniversary Celebration with great food, 
excellent company, and astounding performances!  Founded in 1944, Warren 
County SWCD wants to celebrate its history from the 40s by immersing 
residents in a 1940s style Carnival Extravaganza.  This year’s annual meeting 
and celebration will be showcased at the Warren County Fairgrounds to 
accommodate this larger event.

This year’s summer contests include Hottest Day Contest, Coloring Contest 
and Biggest Tree Contest (2019 Tree: Sweetgum). All winners will be 
recognized during the program. Throughout the evening, attendees are 
encouraged to check out the table of this year’s door prizes. All door prizes 
are donated by generous businesses in Warren County who are friends of 
conservation. We encourage you to visit these wonderful businesses in our 
community.

This celebration will kick off with a 5pm press conference where we will hear 
from local and state representatives as well as our County Commissioners 
to honor our conservation award winners. Voting also begins at 5pm, with 
dinner following at 6pm and our awards program will start at 7pm. Live 
entertainment will accompany dinner! Voting in the election is free.  To stay 
and participate in the dinner and entertainment segment of the annual 
meeting, tickets can be pre-purchased until August 16th at a cost of $20.00 
per person. We hope that you will join us this year! 

To RSVP, go to:

https://www.warrenswcd.com/annual-meeting.html

Annual Meeting Details

Date: Wednesday, August 21

Location: Warren County Fairgrounds
                   Building A
                   665 N Broadway St,                        
                   Lebanon, OH 45036

Press Conference: 5:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Voting: 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Entertainment: 5:30 pm-7:30 pm
Dinner: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Awards Program: 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Menu: Catering by Stengls

Entree options: Bonless Prime Rib
  ($20.00)           Roast Pork Tenderloin
            Salmon

**Child Meal Option: Chicken 
Nuggets
   ($10.00)

ADVANCED TICKET PURCHASE 
REQUIRED
Pre-purchase tickets at:
 www.warrenswcd.com

75th Anniversary 
Celebration

The Warren Report
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2019 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CANDIDATES

Dan Koopmans. Dan, a current member of the Warren County Soil and Water board of 
supervisors, is from the Pleasant Plain area of Warren County. Dan and his wife Vonda 
farm about 1200 acres of corn, soybeans, wheat and hay along with maintaining a 
small pet food manufacturing business which packages premium hay products for small 
animals. Originally from Wisconsin, Dan moved to Ohio in the fall of 1995 to manage the 
Mohrfield Farms herd of show cattle which consisted of many national show winners. Dan 
has served on committees for the National and State Holstein associations and has judged 
several local and state shows in the past. 

Dan is a member of the Ohio Farm Bureau and a member of St Marks Lutheran Church. 
Dan’s goals are to continue to grow the farm and its related businesses to enable his son, 
Alex, to join the operation at some point after graduating from Ohio State in a couple of 
years. To do this, conservation of our soils and water resources is absolutely essential in 
maintaining a sustainable future through the use of minimum till and more use of cover 
crops to hold our soils in place.

Ed Porginski. Ed resides in Harlan Township, Warren County.  He is a graduate of 
Portsmouth Notre Dame High School and attended Shawnee State University as well as 
the University of Cincinnati.  He is a father of three children who were all active in 4-H.  
He has been self employed for over 20 years as a General Contractor, primarily in the 
New Housing field.  He grew up in Scioto County where his family was involved in 4-H and 
farming.  He currently manages a Beef Cow-Calf operation with some hay and crops. He 
plans to expand into more crop production in the coming years.  He is a member of the 
Warren County Cattleman’s Association as well as the Ohio Cattleman’s Association.  He 
also sits on the Board of Health for Warren County and owns and operates Sugar Run Grill 
in Morrow, OH.

The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause 
an election of Supervisors of the Warren County Soil and 
Water Conservation District to be held in accordance with 
Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Residents or landowners, firms, and corporations that own 
land or occupy land in the Warren County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and are 18 years of age and older may 
vote for Supervisor. A non-resident landowner, firm, or corpo-
ration must provide an affidavit of eligibility, which includes 
designation of a voting representative, prior to casting a 
ballot. 

There are three ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot: 

(1) at the SWCD annual meeting/election event, which will 
take place on August 21, 2019 at 5:00 pm until 6:30 pm at 
Warren County Fairgrounds, Building A,  665 N Broadway St, 
Lebanon, OH 45036

(2) at the SWCD office until 3:00 p.m. on August 20, 2019

(3) vote absentee by requesting the proper absentee            
request forms from the SWCD office at the following address:
 
Warren County Soil & Water Conservation District
320 East Silver St.,
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
513-695-1337
 
One (1) Supervisor will be elected to a three year term.                        
Nominees are:

1.  Dan Koopmans
2.  Ed Porginski

Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission Election Legal Notice
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Franklin High School Envirothon Team, 2019

THANK YOU TO OUR ANNUAL MEETING DONORS & SPONSORS
We encourage you to visit these wonderful businesses in our community!
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EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

Earth Day, Little Miami Conservancy, 
April 2019

Born in Queens and raised in Long island, NY, Anne went 
to SUNY Oswego  where she obtained a Bachelor’s degree 
in Economics and Sociology.  Years later, she started 
environmental clubs at her church and children’s school. 
In both cases, she started facility recycling programs and 
focused on environmental education.  This included programs 
at church on environmental stewardship, and bringing in 
volunteers to help with elementary environmental science 
labs.  As her children got a little older, Anne went back to 
graduate school, only this time for an education degree in 
secondary science.  She has been teaching at Kings High 
School for 18 years.  She focused primarily on physical 
sciences, such as physics and chemistry, until two years ago 
when she started Kings High School’s AP Environmental 
Science class.  She immediately contacted Warren County Soil 
and Water Conservation District to learn of their educational 
programs. Her AP classes currently take advantage of many 
of the conservation district’s environmental educational 
programs.  The last two years, she also organized three 
Kings teams to participate in the Envirothon and started 
an environmental club which is active in recycling unusual 
items, giving away native plant seeds, providing general 
environmental education and having fun with worm 
composting.

Anne Schipper
Kings High School

Eric B. Partee has served as Executive Director of the 
nonprofit river conservation organization Little Miami 
Conservancy (LMC) FKA Little Miami, Inc. (LMI) since 
February 1982. His professional background also includes 
holding the position of River Basin Planner with the Ohio 
River Basin Commission from 1974 to 1981.
His academic background includes Bachelor degrees in 
Natural Resource Management from the OSU School 
of Natural Resources, and in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Cincinnati. He lives with his wife, Linda, in 
Southwest Warren County Ohio. He grew up on a small 
farm outside of Bryan in Williams County (Northwest 
Ohio).
In his position with LMC, he has actively promoted the 
restoration and protection of the river ecosystem of the 
Little Miami National Wild & Scenic River, a 105-mile long 
river in Southwest Ohio.  His duties include discussions 
and negotiations with riverfront landowners, developers, 
and local officials along the Little Miami corridor, 
fundraising, environmental education and day-to-day 
administrative management.  Landowner discussions 
focus on permanent protection and restoration of riparian 
zones, floodplain and aquifer management, water quality 
and stream health, land stewardship, land use, and a host 
of other river-related matters.

CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR

Eric Partee
Little Miami Conservancy
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2019 SUMMER INTERNS

Emilie Fisher is beginning her third summer as an Intern here at WCSWCD! In August 
she will be returning to Denison University for her senior year where she is a double-
major with Environmental Studies & Communication. She is a member of the softball 
team and also a member of a sorority and student-athlete organizations on campus. 
Emilie chooses to work at Soil & Water because she wants to continue to build her 
knowledge from what she has learned academically, as well as here in the office to 
help with the everyday responsibilities of serving the citizens of Warren County. 

Sidney Thomson is currently studying at The Ohio State University with a major in 
environmental science specializing in ecosystem restoration with a minor in business. 
She has been a frequent visitor of National Parks which gave her an appreciation 
for the environment and a passion to help protect it. This passion led her to Warren 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. Sidney is so grateful for this opportunity 
to intern at WSWCD. It has let her explore the possibilities of what she can do in the 
environmental field and given tons of hands on experience that she feels she could 
not have gotten anywhere else. She also met some amazing people that have helped 
her during her time here. Sidney says she cannot wait to use her  knowledge and skills  
gained from WCSWCD in her environmental journey.

Ben Haynes is a recent graduate of the University of Cincinnati’s Environmental 
Studies Program with a minor in communication. At UC, he was involved in their 
Mountaineering Club as well as Recycling Club.  Ben has had a lifelong passion for 
the great outdoors and environmental preservation, which led him to working with 
Warren County Soil & Water Conservation. Ben says he is very grateful to be able to 
be an intern here at WCSWCD because it has given him an abundance of hands on 
experience out in our local community, which he would not have been able to acquire 
anywhere else. Additionally, he has met some great people along the way. Ben hopes 
to acquire  newly obtained skills and knowledge as he continues his journey in the 
field of environmental conservation. 

                                 Farm Bureau Stakeholders    
                                 Breakfast , May 2019
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Bruce Goodwin
Dan Koopmans
Roy Miller
Samantha Steiner
John Tkatschenko

ASSOCIATE SUPERVISORS
Marian Chace
Mark Steiner
Vince Uetrecht

DISTRICT STAFF
Sam Ciaramitaro
Molly Conley
Marta Farrell
Cindy Meyer
Don Norman
Melissa Proffitt
Dylan Schmurr
Dawn Stiles
Beth Wilson

NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE
Layne Garringer
John Lafferty
Beth Lessick

Our mission is to promote the wise stewardship of our 
natural resources through cooperative partnerships, 
educational programs and technical assistance in land 
and water management.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE 
75TH ANNUAL MEETING!

Wednesday, August 21 
Voting: 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Dinner: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Entertinment: 5:30-7:30 pm
Awards Program: 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
 


