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Our mission is to promote the wise stewardship of our 
natural resources through cooperative partnerships, 
educational programs and technical assistance in land 
and water management.

The 75th Annual Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, August 21st at Warren County 
Fairgrounds. This year we are celebrating 75 
years of service for the District! Come enjoy a 
1940s style carnival with good food, fun games, 
and live carnival entertainment.

Voting will take place from 5:00-6:30pm and the 
program will start at 7:00pm. More details and 
registration information will be announced later 
this summer. Be sure you don’t miss this!

Any Warren County resident wishing to 
run for the Board of Supervisors must 
submit a completed petition on form 
SEL-5 by close of business on July 18, 
2019. Forms can be found on the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture website. 
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Upcoming Events
Stream Encounter Dates:
Monday, July 8
2:00pm
Harmon Park, Lebanon, Ohio

Thursday, August 8
2:00pm
Muddy Creek, St. Susanna Church
 Mason, Ohio

Warren County Fair
Monday-Saturday, July 15-20
Warren County Fairgrounds
Lebanon, Ohio

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, August 21
Warren County Fairgrounds
Lebanon, Ohio

For more information about upcoming 
events or important dates, please visit our 
website or sign up for our email newsletter 
on the homepage. 
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As stewards of our environment, monitoring the quality of water in our local streams and 
rivers is essential.  Warren County SWCD has multiple ways to achieve this oversight.  One 
way is by volunteering with the Ohio Scenic Rivers program, assisting in monitoring a portion 
of the Little Miami River.  Three times a year we collect data on what aquatic bug life can live 
in the river, along with temperature and suspended solids data.  This helps give an overall 
picture of stream health.  

We also wish to engage the public with their local streams through stream encounters.  
These experiences allow residents to enjoy their local streams through guided educational 
opportunities and cleanups. While participating in beautification efforts, people learn about 
how we monitor for stream health and what affects water quality.  For instance, did you know 
that much of the trash we find in the stream reaches the waterway when it rains? Streams are 
located at the lowest elevation in a particular area of land, and that area of land is known as 
a drainage area or a watershed. When it rains, any loose trash and litter within a watershed 
makes its way to our streams by traveling along with the stormwater runoff. The trash then 
collects in our streams, getting caught in trees and bushes, and spreading out along the bank.

 Clean up + education = Stream Encounter!  Stream cleanups provide an opportunity to 
help improve water quality and protect wildlife, while educational lessons teach about 
macroinvertebrates (stream bugs!).  To register for an upcoming stream encounter, go to 

www.warrenswcd.com/stream-encounters.html
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Annual Tree Seedling Sale, April 2019 7th Annual Rain Barrel Art Auction, April 2019

2 32019 ENVIROTHON 
Environmental High School Competition for Area IV

Check out our summer contests and enter to win a prize! All contest 
winners will be announced at our upcoming Annual Meeting on 
August 21 at he Warren County Fairgrounds.

Coloring Contest
This year’s contest will focus on vintage, 1940s farming in honor of 
our 75th Celebration! There are three age categories.   All coloring 
contest entries must be dropped off or postmarked by Friday, August 
2. Winners will receive a special prize!

Biggest Tree Contest: American Sweetgum
Do you have the largest American Sweetgum tree on your property? 
We are in search of this year’s Warren County Biggest Tree Contest 
winner! To enter, measure the circumference of your tree at four feet 
up from the base and make a rough estimate of the tree’s height. Call 
the District with your tree’s measurements by August 2.

Hottest Day
Can you guess what will be the hottest day between July 21 and 
August 11? Comes see us at the fair, stop by the office, or email your 
guess to wcswcd@gmail.com

SUMMER CONTESTS
Get in on the Summer Fun with Hottest Day, Coloring, and Biggest Tree Contests

Farewell to Director Jeff Thomas   Farm Service Agency News

After 12 years of service to the District, Jeff Thomas is leaving for a 
position as Stormwater Manager with Deerfield Township. Jeff began 
as an intern with the District more than 20 years ago and is grateful 
to have had the chance to work for the District two more times. In 
between those stints, he spent 6 years with the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources - Division of Soil and Water Conservation working 
with landowners and Districts throughout the Southwest quarter of 
the state.  Jeff will quickly admit that he will miss the many friends 
he has made over the years and yet eagerly anticipates the challenge 
of helping the nearly 40,000 Township residents solve their natural 
resource problems. Good luck with this next chapter, Jeff!

The Warren County FSA staff is currently preparing maps for Acreage 
Reporting.  Please contact the office at 513-282-2957 to schedule 
an appointment to report your crops as soon as you finish planting.  
Please be sure to have cash leases with you if you are operating any 
new farm ground.  The deadline to report your 2019 spring seeded 
crops is July 15, 2019.

This also means it will soon be time to accept County Committee 
Nominations for the Warren County FSA office.  Beginning June 14, 
2019, nominations will be accepted from eligible voters within a Local 
Administrative Area (LAA) holding an election.  This year an election 
will be held representing LAA #3 which is comprised of Warren County 
Townships: Deerfield, Franklin, and Turtlecreek.  

Any agricultural producer who participates or cooperates in an FSA 
program within LAA #3 may be nominated.  To become a nominee, 
eligible individuals must sign and submit a nomination form FSA-
669A to the Warren County FSA Office by August 1, 2019.  For more 
information regarding COC elections or for roles of a committee 
member please contact the Warren County FSA Office.

During his more than 40 years of service as a Supervisor for the 
Warren County Soil and Water Conservation District, Vince Utrecht 
was extremely successful in his experiences with no-till, minimum 
tillage, filter strips, cover crops, grassed waterways, subsurface 
drainage and animal waste management as conservation practices 

Congratulations Vince Utrecht, Supervisor Hall of Fame

on his farm.  Vince’s valiant efforts of conserving the land and the 
environment around him were recognized when he was awarded 
Farmer of the Year for Warren County in 1973 and then awarded 
the Ohio Magazine Conservation Farmer of the Year for Southwest 
Ohio in 1989. Passing on the importance of proper conservation 
techniques, Vince farms over 1,000 acres alongside his son, Dan, in 
Massie Township. The Uetrecht Farm has turned into one of the most 
productive no-till operations in Warren County.  And while the land 
could have been sold for development, The Uetrecht’s ensured that 
it will remain in agriculture forever by placing the land and its’ rights 
in the hands of the Ohio Department of Agriculture. The Uetrecht’s 
could be considered to be part of the largest land preservation 
movement in the Miami Valley since the formation of public park 
districts in the mid-20th century. 

Thanks to this lifelong commitment to conservation and working with 
WCSWCD, Vince Utrecht was proudly inducted into the Supervisors 
Hall of Fame at the 75th Annual Ohio Federation of Soil & Water 
Consservation Districts, 2019.  Congratualtions Vince!

 Exploring, discovering and learning about natural resources in Ohio 
was the goal of the 2019 Area IV Envirothon hosted by the Greene 
and Fayette Soil and Water Conservation Districts on Tuesday, April 
30, at Greene County Parks & Trails’ Caesar Ford Park.  GCP&T’s 
Caesar Ford Park is the park agency’s largest park and offers rolling 
hills, woodlots, prairies and wetlands as well as a pristine riparian 
corridor near the south branch of Caesar Creek. Nearly ten miles of 
multi-use trails, a disc golf course and renovated amphitheater can 
also be found at the park. The Xenia-Jamestown Connector, part of 
the nation’s largest paved trail network, is adjacent to the park.

The Ohio Area IV Envirothon is a competitive, academic, outdoor 
team event for high school students that tests their knowledge in five 
areas including aquatic ecology, current environmental issues (CEI), 

forestry, soils and wildlife.  The event encourages students’ interest 
in our environment and our natural resources while encouraging 
cooperative decision making, team building, and problem solving.  
Teams of five students participate in a variety of hands-on testing 
of natural resources at varying stations. Students have 25 minutes 
at each station and may not use any electronic devices or reference 
materials. This year 4 teams from Warren County competed in the 
competition: 1 team from Franklin High School and 3 teams from 
Kings High School.

The competition is sponsored by the Ohio Federation of Soil and 
Water Conservation districts and the Ohio Department of Agriculture, 
Division of Soil and Water Resources.  For more information, visit 
www.areaivenvirothon.org. 

This event is a true example of many groups working together to 
provide a wonderful opportunity for students to learn through 
experience! These contests are open to any Warren County schools. If 
you have a school that would like to participate or learn more, please 
contact Warren County SWCD Education Specialist Marta Farrell.
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