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THE 4Rs OF FERTILIZER APPLICATION 

Right Time– Apply fertilizer at the 

appropriate time of year to make 

nutrients available when your grass 

needs them and follow package 

instructions regarding how close to a 

rainfall it can be applied.  Encourage 

lawn care companies to do the same! 

 

Right Place– Apply fertilizer only to 

lawns that need additional nutrients.  

Many turf health or quality issues may 

not be related to a need for fertilizer.  

The best way to determine this is 

through a soil test (available at the 

District office for $15). 

 

Right Rate– That soil test is going to 

come in handy and guide you on the 

amount of fertilizer to use as well.  

 

Right Source– Match your fertilizer 

to your lawn’s needs, that’s right, use 

your soil test here too. You can also 

purchase phosphorous free fertilizers

– look for a bag with zero as the 

middle number, for example: 10-0-10. 

Harmful algal blooms are directly 

related to an abundance of nutrients 

in our waterways.  Lawn fertilizer is a 

major contributor to excess nutrients.  
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PHOSPHOROUS FREE FERTILIZER 

4R NUTRIENT STEWARDSHIP GRAPHIC 

The way you apply fertilizer greatly 

impacts the quality of water in the 

streams and lakes near your property. 

The main things to remember when 

applying fertilizer are that it should be 

applied at the right time, in the right 

place, at the right rate, and from the 

right source.   

 

These four “R’s” as they have been 

deemed by the  Fertilizer Institute are 

the same methods that are 

recommended to the agricultural 

community. Considering that turf 

grass is actually our nation’s largest 

“crop”  it makes sense to apply the 

same standards to our lawns as we 

do to our farms. For homeowners 

these practices can be applied by 

implementing the following practices: 



The District has two years of aerial cover crop seeding under its belt.  We would like to 

expand this program in 2016 to reach more farmers and to cover a greater number of acres 

with valuable cover crops.  In order to do so, we plan to host an educational sign up 

meeting where we can share resources about cover crops and get your fields mapped and 

your seed ordered all at one time.   

 

The sign up event will take place after wheat harvest in order to give adequate time to plan 

for the late August/early September seeding dates.  Please let us know if you are 

interested in attending this event and/or having the District coordinate the seed ordering 

and the fly-on dates on your behalf.   

MAKING THE SWITCH TO RAINWATER HARVESTING 

A COVER CROP IS A PLANT THAT IS USED ON CROPLAND TO SLOW EROSION, IMPROVE SOIL HEALTH, 

ENHANCE WATER AVAILABILITY, SMOTHER WEEDS, HELP CONTROL PESTS AND DISEASES, 

INCREASE BIODIVERSITY AND BRING A HOST OF OTHER BENEFITS TO YOUR FARM. 

COVER CROPS WHAT TO EXPECT THIS FALL 

IF YOU EXPERIENCE STANDING WATER OR NOTICE FLASHY 

RUNOFF FROM YOURS OR YOUR NEIGHBORS’ HOMES THERE 

ARE SIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE SOLUTIONS. 

 

 

Stormwater runoff form urban areas contributes to in-stream erosion, higher temperatures 

in waterways, and can create standing water on your property.  By installing rain barrels to 

catch water at the downspout you can reduce the runoff that leaves your property.  You 

can also cut down on your water bill by using harvested rain water, which is free of chlorine 

and better for your plants, to water your gardens and lawn.  Rain barrels are easy to install 

and easy to use.  A 1,000 square foot rooftop can fill a 60 gallon rain barrel with a typical 

half-inch of rainfall.  Contact our District for information about  purchasing rain barrels or 

building your own by calling (513) 695-1337.  

Warren County benefits from bountiful supplies of clean water. 

But with that bounty also comes the challenge of too much water 

which can lead to standing water, flooding, and erosion. One 

solution to too much water on your property is to harvest the 

water. Rainwater harvesting has been practiced around the world 

for centuries.  It is often a forgotten practice today because we 

have abundant access to clean water for drinking, watering our plants, and washing our 

clothes and dishes.  Yet the water that falls on our property as rain runs off as stormwater 

and has impacts to our properties and the streams nearby.  

REGISTER YOUR BEES FOR 

FREE ASSISTANCE 

Honey bees are a vital source of 

pollination for many of the fruit and 

vegetable crops grown in Ohio such 

as apples, melons, cucumbers, and 

pumpkins.  There are two important 

things you can do help our bees.  

The first is to support your local 

beekeepers by buying local honey.  

Second is to register your own hive if 

you are a beekeeper. 

Many beekeepers don’t know that 

the Ohio Department of Agriculture 

has overseen their inspections since 

House Bill 28 was approved on April 

21, 1904. Through the program, 

each county has a designated apiary 

inspector that routinely checks 

registered beehives. The inspectors 

assist local  beekeepers by 

answering questions, giving advice, 

and checking the overall health of 

the hive.    

With the registration fee of $5, 

Warren County’s Apiary Inspector, 

Jeff Harris, will come to your hive 

yearly.  His passion for bees and the 

art of beekeeping brings a wealth of 

knowledge to experienced and 

novice beekeepers. For more 

information and the registration form, 

visit the site:   

 

http://www.agri.ohio.gov/apiary  



OUR BIGGEST TREE SEEDLING SALE TO DATE 

TREE SALE SUCCESS: 

drain tagging, biological stream 

monitoring, and other educational 

activities.   

 

The sale would not have been a 

success without volunteers including 

board members Samantha Steiner, 

John Tkatschenko and his wife Pat, 

NRCS Conservationist Beth Lessick, 

support from Warren County Solid 

Waste’s service team, and District 

Staff.  Thank you all for making this 

year a success!  

 

*Please sign up for our electronic and/or 

paper tree sale newsletter mailings on 

our website if you want to receive 

information about our sale in 2017.  

THE DISTRICT HELD ITS ANNUAL TREE SEEDLING SALE IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH THE BUTLER COUNTY SOIL AND 

WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT.  THIS WAS A RECORD 

BREAKING YEAR FOR THE SALE WITH 387 PRE-ORDERS, 

WHICH TOTALED 15,424 INDIVIDUAL TREE SEEDLINGS.  

INVITED 
THE EVENING WILL BE FILLED WITH AWARDS, ENTERTAINMENT, EDUCATION, DOOR PRIZES 

AND GREAT FOOD AND COMPANY.  YOU CAN RSVP ON THE DISTRICT’S WEBSITE OR CALL IN 

TO THE OFFICE WITH YOUR CHOICE OF SALMON OR STEAK.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 

YOU THERE!   

YOU’RE 

 

Dawn Stiles– Administrative Assistant 

Bruce Goodwin– Board Supervisor 

The District annually offers Warren 

County and other area residents a 

variety of tree and shrub seedlings 

for reforestation, windbreaks, and 

erosion control, as well as for wildlife 

food and cover.   

 

How are the funds from this program 

used?  Good question!  First, the 

funds cover the cost of the seedlings 

and associated program costs.  

Secondly, the District uses any extra 

funds to support educational 

programs including two to three 

Future Conservation Leader College 

Scholarships, the high school 

Envirothon competition, youth 

Forestry Conservation Camp, storm 

THROWBACK THURSDAY HIGHLIGHTS 

AS SEEN ON FACEBOOK: 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WARRENCOUNTYSWCD 



Our mission is to promote the wise 

stewardship of our natural         

resources through cooperative 

partnerships, educational          

programs and technical assistance 

in land and water management. 
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